Principal: Mr Stuart Wylie 3rd December 2018

Last week | had the pleasure of attending our Stage 3 excursion to Canberra and had an
amazing time. Our students were extremely well behaved over the four days and everyone
had a great deal of fun, returning to school on Friday tired but in good spirits. Stage 2 also
had a fabulous trip away on Thursday and Friday with their overnight camp and | have
heard lots of good stories about their time away. These trips are not only very educational
but they are also a great way for children to develop their friendships and resilience as
many are away from mum and dad for the first time.

We have a couple of fun activities coming up for our students in the coming weeks. Our
inaugural PBL reward day and our Christmas Carols will both be on during school time. We
also have our Parent Helper morning tea coming up in Week 9 more details to come for
these events.

2019 Student Leaders

| look forward to announcing our incoming student leaders for 2019 at our Presentation
Day next week. | would like to congratulate all of the very worthy students who have
nominated for these important student leadership positions. | am confident that those
students who are elected will lead the school well and be a great asset to the teachers and
myself in 2019.

2019 School Year

We currently have 687 students for the 2019 school year which will be spread across 28
classes. Another classroom will be installed over the Christmas holidays to accommodate
our 27" class. We are still getting new Kindergarten enrolments and new students moving
to the area, which is changing our numbers daily. If you are relocating over the break and
your child will not be returning to TPS in 2019, please advise our front office staff if you
have not already done so.

Year 6 Farewell

This night is one of the highlights of the year for Year 6 students, their parents and staff. We
look forward to an enjoyable evening on Monday 10" December at East Maitland Bowling
Club.

Have a great week.
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Important Dates

Date Time What’s On
Friday 7th December 2 Sessions 2.30 and 3.30 BYOD information Sessions
Monday 10th December After School Year 6 Dinner/Farewell
Tuesday 11th December Yrs. 3-6  9.30am Presentation Day

Yrs.K-2 12pm

Wednesday 19th December 3pm Students Last Day of 2018
2019
Wednesday 30th January 9am Years 1 —6 Students Return
Wednesday 30th January Times to be Confirmed Kindergarten 2019 Best Start
Thursday 31st January

Friday 1st February

Monday 4th February Times to be Notified Kindergarten 2019 Start School

Monday 4th February 9am—3pm Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival—
Maitland Pool

Tuesday 12th February 9am—3pm School Photos

Stuident Benking

Last day for Student banking will be Thursday 13th December.




Stage 3 Report

Canberra

What a week! 121 students from across Stage 3 were lucky enough to tour our nation’s
capital last week as part of our Canberra excursion.

We visited a range of significant Australian sites and organisations, as well as some just
for fun!

All children seemed to have a wonderful time. They were engaged in the learning
happening at the range of destinations, asking interesting questions and offering
thoughtful answers during discussions.

It has to be said that the behaviour and conduct of all of the students was exceptional
and a wonderful representation of our school. Well done to all involved.

Quality writing

Back in the classroom, we may only have a few weeks of school to go but the quality
learning is still ongoing for our students. Lately, we have enjoyed reading a range of
excellent writing samples being produced by our students.

Classes are working on producing quality writing across a range of text types, including
informative, entertaining and poetry. Please enjoy reading these two wonderful
examples of student writing from our Stage 3 classes.



CANBERRIA

Walking out the door with my coffee in hand

It tastes so nice and frothy

Cold breeze going past my head
Only just got out of bed

Throwing snowballs at my brother
Be back soon says my mother

Me and my bro walk of into the cold
This is where | like to go

| see a little campfire

Made inside an old tire

Then | see a snowman
Probably made by the old man
The old man has a ring

That makes a tiny ding

We start to walk home now

Then we hear an old cow

| see a fox walk past

And my brother sees a hare run fast
We arrive home now

| sit in front of the heater

And hear my dog howl

Tyson

A Day at School in 2155

Flowering fields

War at peace with shields

Living in misery

They learn for their history

Their hair so neatly parted

They keep their friends close to their
heart

As the tree branches are brushing
The teacher starts hushing

Their air conditioner blowing

And the river flowing

Children in their detention cells
With ringing of school bells

More bees are coming from their hive

And suddenly it’s 2155!
Josie
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Camp at Adventure land Forster

In the morning we had to get to school at 7:30 am so we could get into our groups.
Half an hour later we hopped on the bus and went to Forster, it took two hours to get there.
Then the carers said get any bag, put it under the shelter and we would find them after. Then
the carers had to tell us what we are doing and what cabin we are in.

The first activity was the giant swing, it was two houses tall. Everyone was
screaming. The second thing we did was mud world. We went into a mud pool first, we had to
swim across to the end. Then we went under and over poles, then we ran over a wobbly
bridge and jumped over awall. We went in a very deep mud pool and swam across. Then we
went in a hole full of mud. Next we went in a maze but we had to link arms, we had to wait for
everyone to get out of the maze before we unlinked arms. After that we had lunch it was
burgers. Then we went back to the activists and we went on the zip line we got to have two
turns. Someone got stuck but we got him down. We had afternoon tea, we had sausage rolls.
Atdinner we had spaghetti Bolognese it was so good. After dinner we had games night, that
was fun and finally we got to have chocolate milk and cookies, then we went to bed.

In the morning we had breakfast and then we packed our bags. Our first activity was archery
we had to shoot the targets. And after that we had the water slides they were so much fun
and that was all we had that day. And we went home.

By AmeliaF



School Camp

On Thursday year 3 and 4 went to a school camp at foster. It took us 1 hour and 40 minutes. When we
got there we were put into groups of about 30 or 31 people. Then we all went to our cabins, unpacked
and got ready for the first activity which for us was the giant swing.

The giant swing

At the giant swing you had to wear a harness and a helmet to keep safe. Everyone who wanted a turn
got one. While they were standing getting ready to be pulled 20 meters or higher in the air the whole
class had to run with a rope until the person was high enough to be launched over the trees and the
lake. It was sooooooooo0000000000 much fun but also terrifying at the same time.

| didn't do mud world but, it looked fun. Everyone said that they were freezing when they got out of
the mud. When they got out of the mud the hair on everyone's legs made them look like men because
it made their hair black. There were heaps of obstacles that you had to go through. Some people said
they would NOT do it again but, some people said they would do it again.

First you had to find a partner then get all harnessed up and put a helmet on. Then you had to walk up
to the top of this hill and wait in line until it was you and your partners go on the zip line. Once it was
your go the instructor hooked your harness clip on the wire. And off you go flying across the lake and
landing on the black pads. 1 person got stuck over the lake but, we got him down by pulling him with a
canoe paddle. Someone hit the break so hard they did a backflip.

The next day

At archery we all got a go at shooting the bow and arrow and trying to hit the target. At the end we
played a game called “bake the cake”. Basically you had to get all the ingredients to bake the cake and
if you got black you burnt the cake. It was sooooooooooooooooo0o much fun.

Water slides were fun but | wish that there were more than 2 slides. 1 had 4 turns on one slide and 2
on a different one because we were allowed to just play in the pool at the bottom of the water slides
so | did.

My favorite activity was the giant swing because you went so high and the adrenaline was rushing
down your legs.

By Anabelle



On Thursday morning at 7:55 the bus had arrived and we were loading our luggage onto the bus. By 8:05 we
were on the road to camp, about 1 hour and 45 minutes later we were getting all our luggage and ourselves
off the bus and into Adventureland.

At about 10:40 we got sorted and ready for our first activity, the giant swing. At the highest point on the swing
you're 20m off the ground. I’'m scared of heights, so at first there was no way you were getting me on it, but
after about 20 people going on it and only 1 person not loving it my time was running out to make a decision
to go on it or not. Eventually | made the decision to go on it, even though I’'m scared of heights. | absolutely
loved it.

After lunch, we went to mud world. At first | was thinking the same thing as | was before the giant swing, and |
was definitely not going into the mud. But then | changed my mind and went in, it was really cold and fun. We
had to do lots of obstacles in and out of the mud including things like vault under and over high jump
obstacles. Another activity in the mud that we did, we had to get a partner. My partner was Jordan and we
had to get on a pipe and we had to slide along it to the middle where we meet and try and push each other
off. | managed to push him off before he pushed me.

After that, we did the flying fox which went over the big lake. | did that same thing as the giant swing and mud
world. | got all the way to the top but it was too scary and | didn’t want to do it.

On Friday morning, | got up ready to go and our first activity was archery.

At archery, we were using actual bows and arrows which | was really surprised by and | hit the fourth ring
from the middle of the target. | had lots of power but not much accuracy.

The final activity that we did were the big waterslides and | didn’t really want to get changed and | don’t like
long waterslides so | decided to take pictures of people coming out of the bottom instead. | got sick of taking
photos, so | asked Zoe if she wanted to do it and she said yes so | got to dip my feet in the pool by the
waterslide.

We then had to get ready and get our luggage and belongings sorted to catch the bus home.

On the bus home, | nearly got to sleep but we had the windows on the bus open so it was really chilly and
loud. When we got back to school, | hopped out and everybody was walking really slow and looked like
zombies because they were really tired. | then | got my luggage and headed home.

By Caleb.



CAMP

On Thursday we all went to the big shelter and got in our
groups. Then the bus came, we put all the bags on the
bus that you went on, went to the toilet and said
goodbye to our mum and dad. Then the 1 hour and 30
minute travel started. | sat next to Clayton we were 3
seats from the back.

The whole bus started screaming, besides the teachers,
the sign said Forster camp. We picked up any bag, put
them in the area out the front of the cabins then got put
in our groups and cabin. My group had the giant swing,
some people pulled a rope. Mud world, some of the
obstacles you could skip, it was lots fun. The zip-line |
said | cannot do it, | said it again, | stepped down on the
grass then the instructor pushed me. We went to bed,
day one was over.

The next morning, we had pancakes, then back to
activities. Archery was lots of fun, we played a game
called bake a cake, and | do not know who won. The
water slides were awesome, | had 6 goes on the yellow
slide that was the fast one. | had lost my board then
hopped on Max’s board halfway through. It was wicked
on the red slide, | flipped over.

By Levi.



1/2wWs

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year



1/2pP

1/2P have been super busy this term! We have been mastering our adding,
subtracting, multiplying and dividing and also learning all about fractions and

position.

In writing, we have been looking at informative and persuasive texts. We have
even written a letter to Mr Wylie to convince him to let us stay inside on windy
days! 1/2P have also been working in pairs and small groups performing a
variety of readers theatre plays. We absolutely loved it!



Cultural GroupP

Aboriginal students painting rocks for our Rainbow Serpent.



Aboriginal students in years 3 to 6 planted trees around the
yarning circle



Technology
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Stage 2 and 3 students have been
working on their computer
programming skills this semester
using the website scratch.mit.edu. A
few students have copied screenshots
of their work below and explained
some of the work they did. | have
been very impressed by the problem
solving skills shown by all students as
they attempted each project.

Mrs Clarke

i

This is called ChatBot. It is a bot that will talk to you. The coding can seem like a job for
someone who is more skilled, but if you have a diagram in front of you then it will be
pretty easy. Most of the games that you can get on Scratch, you can see all different
types of coding that | haven’t used yet. Coding is really fun, especially when you know
how to do it properly. But if you don’t then you can just have a lot of fun. Part of this
Scratch project was that you had to make it speak, teach it how to answer the questions
and depending on which answer you gave to it, it would change it’'s expression. Like
this question for example, How are you feeling? Then if you said good, it's expression
would change to a happy face that is really cheerful and inviting and say “That’s great to
hear!”. But if you said bad the Chatbot would say “Oh no!” and have a frowny face that
looks like it wants to smash something.



Vack

This is a screenshot of a game | made. | made this game because | LOVE horror games.

Steps to make the game using scratch: 4_You make it disappear and make a sound
1. You put your backdrop when clicked on

2. You add your character and choose it's pose 5 ¥ou add score for when character clicked
3. You make character move around randomly 6. You add a countdown timer for 15 seconds.

Then the game is ready to gol
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This project is called Band. | made the opera singer sing when clicked and create lines so it
looked realistic. The microphone doesn’t do anything yet. The drum 1 makes a beat of 0.25
beats when clicked. The cymbal plays a cymbal clang until done. So you can play your own
music using my coding!



Aee

In this project | made a game.

Firstly, | had to put all the coding in for the characters to disappear and appear. Secondly, then
| had to make it to go to random places on the screen. Thirdly, | had to put the time and score
on it. Lastly, | went onto the backdrop and made it switch and change colours then | added two
more sprites.

Now it's all ready to play, all you need to do is to press the flag.



PBL News

This weeks PBL Affirmation is;
| remain calm in the classroom.

This means we... speak politely to teachers and students, ask for
timeout if required, use calming strategies and focus on my
actions.

Teachers are handing out deeds to students who ... walk safely;
during wet weather, outside classrooms and to and from the

I remain

caim In
the

classroom.












Bring your Own Device (BYOD) Year 7 2019

Students in Year 7 2019 at Francis Greenway High School will be involved in the
relaunch of our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy. By facilitating BYOD, we can
empower our students, giving them direct involvement in the way technology is
used in their learning. Year 7 students will be required to bring a suitable
computing device that meets our school’s BYOD requirements to school every day
from 2019. We have established a partnership with Harvey Norman to provide you
with affordable, compatible devices. Please see the specialists in the Rutherford
store to meet all of your BYOD needs for 2019 or view the compatible devices on
their website http://www.harveynormanbusiness.com.au/fghs2018portal

Our Francis Greenway High School BYOD handbook can also be found via the link
below.

https://goo.gl/hBtjNe

For any further questions please contact the Head Teacher Teaching and Learning,
Jess Lassam on

0249 641 282.


http://www.harveynormanbusiness.com.au/fghs2018portal
https://goo.gl/hBtjNe










