
Volunteers Are So Important 
Volunteering is such a great way to give back to one’s local community.  There are a number of 

avenues for volunteering at our school. 
One of the community based opportunities at Thornton is the Parent Pals Program. This sees 
interested parents trained to support students in need with reading, maths and writing. Many 

parents volunteer in the classroom. This support directly helps the teacher to provide small group 
instruction in reading and maths.  We could not participate in the many sporting activities 

without the volunteer parents who assist with transport, coaching and refereeing.  This equally 
applies to our debating team and our Tournament of Minds Team. 

Volunteers supporting our environmental program, library program and scripture program have 
been instrumental in the effective running of these activities. 
Our canteen could never operate without the fantastic volunteers who help out every day. 

The many parent committees that run across the school include our wonderful P&C, School 
Council and working parties for uniform and play equipment.  The school could not function 

without them. 
And finally to all of our parents who will help with the Spring Fair.  Your assistance is vital to its 

success. 
Remember, Thornton School, Deeds not Words. 

You are appreciated! 

 
 Dates from the Planner 

Monday 10 August 
Uniform Working Party  

Tuesday 18 August 
School Disco 

Wednesday August 19 
School Council  

Thursday August 20 
Playground working party meeting  

Monday 24 August 
Book Week Parade 

Wednesday 26 – Friday 28 August 
Year 5 to camp 

Wednesday 26 August 
Newcastle Maths Comp 

Thursday 3 September 
Sports Photos 
Fathers Day Stall 

Friday 4 September  
Father’s Day Breakfast 
Father’s Day Stall 

Sunday 13 September 
Spring Fair 
 

Photo of the Week 

 
A big breakfast courtesy of Maitland City Council   
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Australia Day Re-Enactment  

What a Day! 
A huge thank you is extended to all parents, carers, relatives and Thornton community 

members for their efforts last Friday.  It was truly one of the best days the school has seen. 

From the outstanding static displays to the wonderful dress ups, to the BBQ lunch to the light 

horse to the old fashioned sports afternoon, the day just got better and better. 

The parade was something to behold and surpassed everyone’s expectations.   

It was simply an outstanding example of community cohesion around a common purpose. 

Thank You!   
 

Focus On Facts 
The focus on facts ended today with all students being post tested. Certificates will be handed out at 

Stage assemblies in week 6. Every child will receive a certificate stating their % improvement. Most 
improved and highest scores awards will also be presented.   

Thanks to all families for the support of this program and we look forward to seeing how much every 
child has improved.   
 

Food for Thought 
The Bring Your Own Device Class has gone from strength to strength this year. Mrs Stanton has done 
an excellent job in taking this new teaching style and melding it with more traditional teaching 
approaches. The level of engagement by the students has been simply outstanding. 

Students in this class will roll into 2016. However, we will be asking for expressions of interest later this 
term for both Mrs Stanton’s class and to gauge the interest for the establishment of another Year 5/6 

BYOD class. 
If parents would like to find out about this class, now is a good time to come and have a chat or even to 

visit Mrs Stanton’s class for a look. 
 

Uniform Feedback 
The latest survey had 160 returns. A terrific response! The most popular uniform design was number 5. 

       
 

The next step is get quotes from manufacturing businesses and discuss supply options.   
 

Playground Working Party Update 
The working party currently has two quotes. We are waiting on two more and then will start consulting 

with the community about designs.  We will keep you posted.    
 

 
 
 

 



Dates for your Calendar 
It may seem a long way off but the following dates may help families get organised for term 4. 

 
Colour Run Whole school fund raiser 13/11 

Celebration of Learning     3/12 
Reports out       4/12 

Year 6 farewell      7/12 
Presentation day      8/12 
Carols      10/12 

Diamond Lizzy Reward Day  14/12 
Party Day     15/12 

Last day for students    16/12 
School Development Days    17/12 and 18/12 

 

Congratulations and Good Luck to our Wonderful Public Speakers. 
Good luck to the our students who will be competing in the Public Speaking Finals next week.  

 

Kindergarten:  Mia (KG) and Zakariyah (KD) 
 
Stage One:  Jack (2C) and Tane (2MB) 

 
Stage Two:  Abbey (3M) and Takira (3J) 

 
Stage Three:  Jacob (5/6S) and Hannah (5WS) 

 

Stage One Play Equipment 
The damaged play equipment in the stage one area has been written off by the insurance company. This 
means we can replace it.  We are currently waiting on a price for a revised set of play equipment.   

We are hoping it will be replaced soon. 
 

Year 2 Swimming Scheme 
We are lucky to be part of the Department of Education Swimming Scheme. This is a program that 

develops water confidence, improves swimming skills and teaches water safety. Instruction is provided 
to all students free of charge, however students must pay for transport and pool entry. The scheme will 

be running each day in weeks 6 & 7 of Term 4 (9-20 November). The total cost is $60.00 and we 
encourage all students of Year 2 to participate. Please see the office if you wish to apply for student 

assistance.  
Permission notes and first payment ($20) for the swimming scheme must be returned to school by 
Friday 21 August. 

 

Creative Play Gear Still Wanted 
We have collected some timber planks, pallets, tyres, rope and old sports gear.  If any parent has any 
material which could be used to build cubbys, bridges, sleds, race tracks or castles, please drop it into 

the hall. 
A group of interested teachers will be looking at the set up and running of this idea in the next few 

weeks.   
 

Big Blokes and Ankle Biters Breakfast 
A reminder that the Big Blokes and Ankle Biters Breakfast will be held on Friday September 4 from 

6:30 am till 8:00 am. Further information will be sent out closer to the date. 
 

 
 



Sport News 
Congratulations to the following students who will be representing Thornton Public School at the 

Regional Athletics Carnival: 
100m -  Sienna, Shae, Capri 

800m -  Olivia 
High jump -  Teagan  

Long jump -  Teagan 
Shot Put -  Logan 
Discus -  Mackenzie, Jarryd 

 
Primary Sport ‘Best and Fairest’ 

3Z - Nicholas   3M – Dylan    3J – Josh 

4O - Ashley   4P - Tana    5C – Lakeisha 
5WS - Zander   5/6S - Phoebe   6A – Zac 

6Y – Indiana 
 

PSSA Boys Touch Knockout 
Thornton 0 – Metford 4 
 

APP 
Remember 

Search for Thornton Public School in the app store. 

Username     community 

Password      thorntonps 
 

School Council Meeting 
Thornton school is indeed lucky to have a vibrant and engaged School Council. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday August 19 at 3:15pm. Agenda items include the schools financial status, 

sponsorship opportunities and relevant policy discussion.   
 

Spare Clothes 
Children often have accidents at school. It is recommended all students in K-2 have a set of spare set of 
clothes including undies and socks in their school bags. 
 

Snaps from around the school 

    
Our NAIDOC Week Footy players                                   Our Captains at the Council Breakfast 

 



    
The new dirt pit is a hit!                                                   Those Irish Dancers are getting better! 

 

Library News 
 

Paper Lantern Making Contest 

Have you started making your paper lantern? Prizes will be given to students for lanterns that show 
creativity and effort. The lantern needs to be made of paper and able to be hung from the nets in the 

library. Please make sure name and class are on each lantern. Entries close 20 August. 
 
Book Review 

Any student who adds a book review to ORBIT will have their names put in a box for a prize. A 
student’s name will be drawn on Monday 24 August at our special Book Week assembly. 

 
Book Week 

The theme for Book Week this year is ‘Books Light Up Our World’. On Thursday 24 August we will be 

having a special morning to celebrate how books and reading light up our world. A special assembly, 
activities, book character parade and morning tea is planned. More information to come! 

 
Premiers Reading Challenge 

Premiers Reading Challenge is drawing to a close. Students in Years 3 – 6 have been given the 

opportunity to log their books during library time but now students in primary classes have taken their 
log sheets home to complete online before the challenge closes on Thursday 20 August. 

 
Next week is ODD week for library classes:  
 Tuesday – 3M, KG, KL, 2B 
 Wednesday – 6A, KS, KD, 4P 
 Thursday – 5WS, 5/6S 

 Friday – 2H, 1N, 1K 
Please remember to bring books and library bags on those days. 

 

 
              Aaron Blabey 



What’s Due & When? 
Event  Year/Class  Activity Date  Amount  Due Date  

Stage 2 Camp – 2nd Instalment Yr 3 & Yr 4  15-16 Oct  $50.00  12 August 2015  

Swimming Scheme – Payment 1 Yr 2 9 - 20 Nov $20.00 21 August 2015 

Stage 2 Camp – Final Payments Yr 3 & Yr 4  15-16 Oct  $40.00  9 September 2015  

Swimming Scheme – Payment 2 Yr 2 9 - 20 Nov $20.00 11 September 2015 

Swimming Scheme – Payment 3 Yr 2 9 - 20 Nov $20.00 23 October 2015 

Payments made to the school office must be received by 3pm and online payments must be made by 6pm on the 
due date. No late payments can be accepted unless prior arrangements are made with the office. If you have not 
received a note for any activity, these are available from the Office or the school’s website. 

 

P & C News 
Hi Everyone 
 
Spring Fair 

Our Spring Fair meetings are on every Monday night at 6.30pm in the SPR. Our newsletter will come 

out weekly to every family at our school. Thank you to A1 Exhaust and Mechanical for being our 
major sponsor and printing our beautiful newsletters 

In regards to the presale of the unlimited rides wristbands they will be on sale shortly from the office 
ONLY!. Eftpos will be available for purchases 

We no longer need jars. A very big thank you to everyone who contributed 
We are now in need of plants. If you are able to help with this please take them to Karen Brown or 

leave them at the greenhouse near the office 
 
Entertainment Books 

These are no longer available from the canteen only the digital ones are available from the 
Entertainment Book website. Thank you to all the families who helped with this fundraiser. 

 
P & C Meeting 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 31 August at 7pm in the SPR. We have child minding available 

and a light supper will be provided. 
 

We hope that you all have a great week and thank you for your ongoing support. 
Gill, Alyssa, Allyson, Penny, Kristie-Lee, Sarah, Stacey and Korine. 

 

‘Munch & Eat’ News 
The roster for next week is as follows: 

Monday 3.8 – Gillian (am) 
Tuesday 4.8 – Tanya H 

Wednesday 5.8 – Alissa, Jill 
Thursday 6.8 – Kerrie 
Friday  7.8 – Elaine, Bruce, Salena (am) 

 
Thanks to all our helpers over the past week. 

Cheryl and Paula 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Class Report – 1K 
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