
Education Week 
Shared Stories, Better Learning, Stronger Communities 

Next week sees our annual Education Week celebration with the theme of Shared Stories, Better 
Learning, Stronger Communities. 
At Thornton School, the stories of our community infiltrate every lesson and every playground 
game.  Our stories of sport, family, community, holidays, mums, dads, pets, brothers and sisters, 
all combine to create the dynamic learning environment we have.  
Building upon these stories is the learning that occurs both inside and outside the classroom. 
Learning in literacy, numeracy, science, PE, history, geography and of course relationships 
reflect our stories and work to create a strong school community where we all have a common 
goal and shared values.  
Thornton as a community has everything it needs.  A great shopping centre, library, sporting 
fields, churches and of course a wonderful school.  In fact, it is the shared stories, better learning 
and stronger community that brings so many to the Thornton area. 
We are indeed lucky to have what we have and it is on days like Education Week Open Day that 
we get to say thank you and celebrate the wonderful community we live in and the wonderful 
school that we have. 

Thornton School 
 

Excellent Reputation 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday August 1 
Book Fair starts 
P and C Meeting 
Tuesday August 2 
Pizza day 
Digi Ed Day   
Wednesday August 3 
Boys Basketball Gala Day 
Leaders to Local Government Week Breakfast 
Year 1 to Tocal 
Education week Awards Reception 
Thursday August 4 
Education Week Open Day 
 Open Classroom  
 Picnic Lunch 
 Mini Concert 
 Flag Parade 
Friday August 5 
Zone Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday August 10 
Year 2 to Tocal  
School Council Meeting 

Picture of the Week 
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Education Week Open Day 
Thursday 4 August 2016 (note change of date) 

'Shared stories, better learning, stronger communities'. 
 

The Education Week Open Day will be as follows, 
 
9:40 10:20 
The NED Show, a free production focusing on character development and positive attitudes will be 
delivered for all for all students in the hall. 
 
10:30-11:00 
Open classroom where the students will be preparing their flags for the Grand Olympic Parade. 
 
11:00-11:40 
Picnic Lunch 
 
11:45-12:15 
Mini Concert featuring: 
 

 Harvest Band 
 Stage One Choir 
 Harmony Choir 
 Senior Dance Group 
 Irish Dancers 

12:15-1:30 
Students assemble in countries and we all enjoy an Olympic Opening Ceremony. All classes will then 
parade with the flags of their country of choice. 
What a terrific day we will have!   
 

Our Staff Rule 
A special well done to the following recipients of Education Week Awards for 2016. 
These award winners will be recognised at the Gateway Learning Community Education Week 
Reception on Wednesday 3rd August. 
 
Outstanding Teaching                                       Laura Clulow 

Excellence as a Non-Teaching Staff Member       Leane Shelton 

Fantastic Support from a Community Member                 Maddy Gallagher 

Excellence in Student Achievement and Engagement  Riley Keyes 

Outstanding Whole School Program    Dance 
 

Claim the Date 
Parents are advised that the Year 3 excursion to Sydney is planned for Monday October 17. The cost 
will be around $60 and will cover bus fare and venue entries. 
 
The 2016 Dads Awesome Camp Over will be held on Friday 11 November. 
 

Remember 
A reminder that Mr Millburn will be out of the school for the next 8 weeks.  Mrs Sharon Palmer will be 
relieving during this time. 



Changes to Library/Science and PE Times 
There have been some changes to our Library/Science and PE timetable this term. Please check with 
your child’s class teacher if your child is unsure of their new times. 
 

Get Appy 
We have around 280 downloads of the school APP. It would be great to have every family with the 
App on their smart phone. It is a very effective way to communicate dates, messages and the newsletter. 
Login Details:  

User name      community 
Password        thorntonps 

And Face Book Too!! 
 

Flu season is here! 
Influenza is spread from person-to-person through the coughing or sneezing of infected people.  Remind 
your child about these good hygiene practices to minimise the spread of infection: 
 

 Anyone who is sick with influenza symptoms should stay home until their symptoms are gone. 
 Cover the nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. Throw the tissue in the 

garbage bin after use. 
 Wash hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based 

hands cleaners are also effective. 
 Avoid touching eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. 

 
If you or your child develops influenza-like illness, seek the advice of your family doctor as you would 
with any other illness. 
The seasonal influenza vaccine, which protects against the pandemic influenza strain as well as two 
other influenza strains, is now available free to eligible people. More information about the vaccine is 
available from the NSW Health Immunisation Unit's vaccination page. 
 

Debating 
On Thursday 28 July our Year 6 debating team, the Thornton Public Theories, went up against the 
Ashtonfield Alfers. The topic we were debating on was ‘That every school kid should be in a 
competitive sporting team’. We were the negative team. Unfortunately, we lost but only be a very small 
amount. Our 1st speaker was Elke, 2nd was Hannah, 3rd was Tess and our team captain was Maddison. 
Our amazing time keeper was Tori-Lee and our wonderful chair lady was Chloe. 
 
A big thanks to Ms Osborn for stepping in at the last minute to run the debate. We all did an amazing 
job and the final result came down to the smallest things. Thank you also to Mrs Wilson-Stevens for the 
amazing job she has done on coaching us this year. 
 

 



Year Four’s Excursion to Sydney 
What a great time the kids in year 4 had at Sydney. Visiting the Maritime Museum, the Rocks and 
Hyde Park Barracks made the first day a terrific experience. Sleeping over at the zoo and then spending 
the day at the zoo topped off a terrific excursion. Thanks Mrs Pugh and teachers. The students certainly 
benefited from your efforts. 

 

                    
 

    
 

 
 

 
 



Taking Care of Kids 
Parents are advised that if their child is on crutches, wearing a sling or in plaster, they will not be 
allowed on to the playing fields. They can still play in the other areas of the school. This is to discourage 
running games and the subsequent possibility of further injuring themselves.   
 

Thornton Community Garden 
All welcome to celebrate our 1st birthday so come along and support great community initiative. There 
will be free coffee and birthday cake. This Saturday morning 30 July in the grounds of the Anglican 
church from 10am – 12pm. 
 

What’s Due & When? 
Event  Year/Class  Activity Date  Amount  Due Date  

FGHS Mini Lessons Yr 6 10 August $5.00 6 August 2016 
Aussie Bush Camp Final Payment Yr 5 31/7 – 1/8 $100.00 12 August 2016 
Payments made to the school office must be received by 3pm and online payments must be made by 6pm on the 
due date. No late payments can be accepted unless prior arrangements are made with the office. If you have not 
received a note for any activity, these are available from the Office. 
 

‘Munch n Eat’ News 
Pizza Day Tuesday 2 August 
We will only have the pre-ordered pizzas on Tuesday. No other orders over the counter. So if you don’t 
have a pizza ordered you will need to bring your lunch. 
 
Education Day Thursday 4 August 
There will be a limited menu on Thursday 4 August. 
No chicken burgers 
No salads 
No sandwiches 
Parents wishing to order lunch to have with their child need to order by 9am 
 
The roster for next week is as follows: 
Monday 1.8 – Renae 
Tuesday 2.8 – Kelly 
Wednesday 3.8 – Elaine 
Thursday 4.8 – Jess, Kelly (9 – 11.30) 
Friday  5.8 – Ann, Jenny 
 
Thanks to all our helpers over the past week. 
Cheryl and Paula 
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