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THORNTON NSW 2322 

A huge thank you!!!! 

Father’s Day at Thornton P.S. this year was a great success. It was great seeing so many families 

celebrating with their fathers. All students should be commended on their outstanding behaviour on the 

morning. I hope all the dads got lots of great presents like I know I did! Mr Wylie and myself smelt like 

BBQ for a week. 

The morning would not have been possible without the support of some local businesses. Thank you to 

Mick and his team at Brown’s Butchers who provided the sausages for the day. Mick and his team will be 

celebrating Brown’s Butchers 90th Birthday soon so make sure you support them (see flyer in the 

newsletter). Coles for supplying a $30 gift voucher that helped supply the bread for the morning. Lastly, a 

final thank you to Sedat Karaman and his store, LeWrap at Greenhills, who was generous enough to 

supply an endless amount of onions for the morning. We are all looking forward to the next big event at 

Thornton P.S. 

There are lots of great things happening at Thornton P.S. at the moment. Well done to the students who 

participated in the GATS day last Friday. Students were given the opportunity to work with green screen 

technology, utilising a variety of apps to create a short, entertaining film. Teachers stated that all 

students who represented Thornton were creative, resilient and showed respect throughout the whole 

day. A big thankyou to Ms Yager and Mr Parker for helping on the day. 

It has been great over the last couple of weeks going onto the grass area on Mondays. Students have 

been participating in an Oz Kick program giving students from 3-6 an opportunity to develop their skills, 

work together and, for some, experience a new sport that they might be unfamiliar with. Students have 

been engaged and have had big smiles on their faces during these activities. Thanks to Miss Harvey for 

organising this great opportunity. 

Next week the school will put on their annual MADD night. Students and teachers have been working 

hard practising for the big shows. I have been lucky enough to walk in and watch a few of these 

rehearsals and have been amazed at what I have been seeing. There are some exciting performances 

planned for the evening and it makes me proud to say I am from Thornton P.S. Make sure you get tickets 

and get there early for the good seats. 

Last Wednesday, Aboriginal students from Thornton P.S. travelled to the Opera House to participate in 

an Indigenous literacy day. They got to meet the likes of Justine Clarke and Alison Lester. Thank you to 

the students who represented our school with class and to Mrs Nowland and Mrs Fincher for organising 

this great opportunity. Thanks also to those students for getting a photo with my favourite Play School 

presenter Justine Clarke.  

We are lucky to have such great kids and teachers at Thornton P.S.  

Mr Nathan Collins 

Deputy Principal 



Important Dates 

What’s Due 

Date Time What’s On 

Wednesday 19th September Matinee 12-2pm 

Evening 6.30pm—8.30pm 

MADD 2018 

Monday 3rd September 6pm  In SPR P & C Meeting Everyone welcome 

Wednesday 5th September 9.30am—1.30pm  K-2 Sports Carnival 

Wednesday 5th September 10.45am—1.30pm Transition to High School Mini Lesson 

Thursday  6th September 1pm—1.30pm Kindergarten Assembly 

Thursday 13th September 1pm—1.30pm Years 1 & 2  Assembly 

Thursday 13th September 2.30pm—3pm Years 3 to 6 Assembly 

Thursday 20th September 1pm—1.30pm Kindergarten Assembly 

Tuesday 25th September 9am—3pm Cake Stall Year 6 

Thursday 27th September 1pm—1.30pm Whole School Assembly 

Friday 19th October 

Friday 26th October 

Friday 2nd November 

 Stage 3 Interrelate Program 

Monday 29th October until 

Friday 10th November 

11am—1.30pm Year 2 Special Swim Scheme 

Wednesday 28th November 5pm—6pm Transition to High School Parent Information 

Evening 

Tuesday 4th December 9.20am—2.30 Transition to High School, Students go to High 

School they will be attending in 2019 

Date Due What’s Due Amount 

Friday 21st September Stage 3 Interrelate $45 per student 

Friday 21st September Year 2 Swim School $50 per student 

Friday 28th September Stage 2 Camp Full payment of the excursion must 

be completed ($170) 

Friday 28th September Stage 3 Canberra Full payment of the excursion must 

be completed ($445) 

Stage 2 & 3 camps are now closed, Parents are reminded to continue with their 

payment schedules to ensure full payment is completed by 28th September 2018  



STAGE 3 NEWS  

Everyone loves a good cake stall! 

In Week 10, our super Year 6 students will be running a tasty fundraiser for TPS students that will 

keep us smiling all day.   Our fantastic Year 6 students and families are asked to donate a tasty treat 

for our stall in which we will sell items to students and teachers from just 50 cents each. 

We welcome donations of cupcakes, slices, cookies and donuts, to Rooms 9 or 12 (Ms Osborne and 

Mrs Curry) in the morning from 8.30am. 

It has been wonderful to visit some Stage 3 classrooms this fortnight and see the quality learning 

activities taking place. This is especially great given our current PBL Affirmation ‘My Classroom is a 

Place for Learning’. Our classes are getting stuck into this term’s History unit, which focusses on 

Australian Government in preparation for our trip to Canberra. We are especially excited to discover 

that our visit to Parliament House will be held on a sitting day for Parliament! Students are hopeful to 

get a glimpse of our nation’s political leaders at work.  

A final reminder for parents and families to return notes and money for Interrelate: Moving Into The 

Teen Years workshops by next Friday.  Final Canberra payments are due at the end of this term.   



5/6C CLASS REPORT  

Did you know that turtles can breathe through their…ummm…bottoms?  Or that jaguars can run faster 

than 100km/hour? 

In 5/6C this term we have been learning how to write quality information reports.  Fascinating animal 

facts like these are forming the basis of some impressive writing tasks. Our talented writers have 

found using these fun facts to be a great way to hook the reader when writing introductions with 

impact. Check out some of our great work below. 



5/6C Quality Writing 
Did you know that a flamingo’s natural colour is actually white? The reason they turn pink is because of 

the things they eat. Flamingos have very long legs that are about 25 to 30 centimetres long. – Ella 

Did you know that the megalodon was the biggest sea creature ever to live? Megaolons were fierce 

and had an appetite for blue whales in the morning! Are they still alive? Well, read this information 

report and all the facts about this magnificent creature. – Alyssa 

Have you ever heard of a fish that lives in water but can walk on land and eats anything smaller than 

itself? The axolotl is critically endangered and can only be found in the wild in Mexico. – Emily 

Did you know that jaguars have the strongest bite force? Jaguars are amazing at hunting prey, they 

have long legs and big teeth. In this informative text, we will tell you interesting facts about the 

powerful cat named jaguar. – Jerome  

 



SPRING IS IN THE AIR! 

 3/4H have been busy creating simile poetry on 

Spring. 

Stage 2 have been rather busy over the last couple of weeks. The students have been 

participating in the AFL program and are looking forward to the final week next week. 

We have also started participating in MEPtember to try and help our school gain points 

in a competition to try and win some new sport equipment.  

Stage 2 have been very busy practising their performances for the MADD 

performances  held next week (week 9).  

Some of our Aboriginal students went on an excursion last week to celebrate 

Indigenous Literacy Day at the Sydney Opera House 



Thank you to all the students who have returned their notes for our excursion to 
Newcastle Museum. A big thanks to all the parents who volunteered to join us. Notes 
will be going home tomorrow for those parents who will be joining us on each of the 
three days. The excursion looks to be a great time where we will explore Newcastle and 
the exciting attractions at the museum. We are hoping for good weather. 
Rain is always nice but the week of the Athletics Carnival unfortunately caused us to 
postpone the event to a date yet to be confirmed. With a busy end of term, the carnival 
will be a day of fun and excitement. 

1/2P has had such a busy and exciting Term 3! Amongst all the exciting events that 

have happened including the Education Week Open Day, Book Week and Father’s Day 

we have been reading some incredible books and doing some amazing writing. We 

have been paying close attention to our paragraphs in 1/2P and learning when to start 

a new one when writing imaginative and informative texts, it is pretty tricky! 

We really enjoyed creating artworks based on Monet’s ‘Water lilies’, following and 

plotting a journey on an Australian map and creating a Growth Mindset Garden. In 

mathematics, 1/2P has been looking at, discussing and drawing a variety of 3D shapes. 

We are so excited to see what the rest of the term brings us. 



1/2T have been learning all about underwater animals this term. We 

have looked at some fantastic sea creatures such as sea turtles, 

penguins, polar bears, jellyfish and many more! We especially love 

reading story books that are all about these different fascinating 

animals. In particular, this week 1/2T have been reading ‘The Snail and 

the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson. We have read about all the wonderful and 

interesting adventures that the snail and the whale go on and how they 

are such great friends. 1/2T found many rhyming words within the 

story, have created some magnificent artworks and have even been 

writing some wonderful information reports on Humpback Whales! 





Regards, 

Brian Gaffney  
Assistant Principal (Relieving) 

Dear parents and carers 

It was lovely to see a few days of rain around the area last week, however it was 

so disappointing to have to postpone our K-2 athletics carnival. We have been 

using one of our outside play sessions to practice running races and can’t wait to 

put these skills to the test when the carnival is rescheduled – date to be 

confirmed.   

During our second weekly outside play session, we have been participating in 

Australian Cricket’s ‘Mascot Challenge’. This program assists children to develop 

the fundamental movement skills of catching, throwing and bouncing while 

working together in pairs, small groups and individually. At the conclusion of the 

challenge in week 10, kindergarten students will be visited by the mascot of the 

Sydney 6ers Cricket team to demonstrate their fantastic skills! 

Thornton Public School recently celebrated another fabulous community event  - 

our Super Hero Father’s Day. What a celebration for all the fathers, grandfathers, 

uncles & carers! You really do make an impact in our young people’s lives and it 

was lovely to celebrate with you. We hope you have enjoyed the children’s art 

made with love – if you have not yet received your portrait please see your 

child’s teacher. 

A reminder that although Spring is here and the days are starting to warm up, our 

mornings are still quite cold. Please ensure that your child brings a jacket or 

jumper each day to keep warm during those colder times. 

A final reminder to keep up the reading and sight word practice at home. It is 

important to keep these activites short, fun and frequent! Home reading with a 

familiar text should promote reading fluency and is a great opportunity for 

students to practice ‘reading like talking’ – using expression to speak as the 

characters in the story. All students have now received a sight word book.  

As always, for any questions or concerns regarding your child please contact your 

child’s teacher. Have a lovely fortnight! 



This term in KJ we have been working on our counting skills. We like to use different 

strategies such as counting concrete materials, counting with our fingers, counting on 

from a number in our head and even more complicated counting and adding strategies!  

We have also been practicing the names of our 3D shapes and sorting pictures of real 

life 3D objects into categories. Then we made models using 3D shapes such as a cat, 

towers, and spaceships and then wrote about them too! 

We really enjoyed our Book Week adventures! Here are some happy snaps of us during 

the Book Week Parade and reading a treasured book in the classroom with our families.  

Kimberley Jackson  

Classroom Teacher  





Our visiting author Oliver Phommavanh for Tuesday 11th September 2018 will be 

selling his books for $15 p each 



On Wednesday the 5th of September, Thornton Public Schools Senior Rugby 
League team played in The Pickers Cup held in Morpeth. The team came up 
against some tough opponents from the Maitland district. Up first we 
faced Rosary Park Branxton, we showed gritty team defence which led to a 0-0 
draw. Next we play against Metford Public School where we were able to show 
some more skill with ball in hand. Unfortunately Metford were too good and we 
lost 8-12. Finally, we faced Rutherford Public School in torrential rain. The team 
relished in the opportunity getting their hands dirty with tough defence and great 
ball security. We were able to come out on top with a 12-8 win against a great 
team.  
Well done to all the amazing players that represented Thornton Public School 
with pride.  
Thank You 
Mr Eneliko and Mr Atherton 

Regional Athletics Results 

Well done to all of our student representatives who competed at the Regional Athletics Carnival on 
Friday 31st August. Both of our girl and boy Senior Relay Teams came third in their race. 
Congratulations to Bailey W who will be competing at state level for 200m and Logan M who has 
qualified for shot put. We wish you all the very best! 

Congratulations to Conor M for being awarded Senior Boys Age Champion at the Zone Athletics 
Carnival. 



This fortnight's PBL affirmation is; 

I can use polite words to help others 

This means that we speak politely to other students, encourage our friends to work well in 

class, always use Please & Thank you and use a sensible volume.     

Teachers will be handing out deeds for students who are using polite words to help others and 

speaking in a positive manner. Be sure to look out for this affirmation on your classroom door. 

Remember to hand your deeds in to the library as soon as you have collected 10. Once you 

have 5 merits bring them to your teacher and you will be awarded a PBL Ribbon at the 

next assembly.  





On Monday August 27, Lachlan Jenkins 3/4Z and Michael Jenkins 5/6A represented 

Thornton Public School at a ceremony at Kurri Kurri Public School for the handover 

of the World War One medals of Private William Kelly to the school by Meryl 

Swanson MP.  Both boys escorted their mother, Mrs Renae Jenkins, as she 

marching in the medals on a folded Australian flag.  Michael completed the service 

by sounding the Last Post and the Rouse.   







The Cancer Council is passionate about helping families eat more healthly. 
Their "Eat It to Beat It" Program aims to help parents and children understand why  
fruit and vegetables are so important. 
Our newsletter will be providing recipes and simple, practical advice that will help 
Thornton families to eat more healthily. 
I hope you enjoy and find this new addition to our fortnightly newsletter informative. 
Mrs Sok 



Tadpoles visited the library on Friday. 

They met Mrs Foster, our librarian and she read them a story 

called Rabby the Brave. 

This is a story about close bonds and 

sibling love 

Tadpoles also listened to Mopoke on Story Box Library. 

Story Box Library is an educational website, created for 

Australian children to view stories by Australian authors 

and illustrators, being read aloud by fantastic 

storytellers. 

Mopoke is a very funny story about an owl. 

The children loved listening to it and then made a Mopoke 

of their own. 

Mrs Sok 

Mr Wylie and Mrs Dillon came into the library and joined us. 

They admired our listening skills and our outstanding owls. 


















