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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week | would like to update all community members on the School Community Charter which is
now accessible on the Department of Education’s website. The School Community Charter formalises
our partnerships with parents and focuses on the positive interactions between school staff and
families. It also reminds parents and carers that schools will take steps to address unacceptable
behaviour to ensure the wellbeing of students, staff and the school community.

The charter has been developed in consultation with a wide range of stakeholders and outlines the
important role parents and carers play in our school communities.

The charter outlines the responsibilities of parents, carers, educators and school staff in NSW public
schools to ensure our learning environments are:

- collaborative

- supportive, and

- cohesive.

Please read the charter included in this newsletter and ensure that all communication with the school

is respectful and that consideration is given to the unique nature of a primary school.

Respectful communication is a right - in all workplaces people have the right to feel respected.
Unacceptable and offensive behaviour has no place in our school communities. Already this year we
have had examples of parents using aggressive and intimidating language, including the use of
obscenities. To ensure the wellbeing of students, staff and the community in our school, steps will be
taken to address unacceptable behaviour. This may include restricting contact with the school
community or, in more serious cases, referral to NSW Police.

Please ensure that all communication when contacting the school, regardless of whether it is face to
face, phone calls, written communication or social media is appropriate and respectful.

Parents in School - | ask all parents to be aware of their surroundings when in the school and the
specific nature of a primary school when on the school site. Our purpose is to educate young people
who range in age from 4 to 12 years of age and we must have a secure environment in which all
students are safe and free from distraction. There are a number of parents who are coming in to the
school grounds and sitting outside classrooms towards the end of the day and disturbing our students
from their learning. Please refrain from disturbing our classes by not entering the school ground until
3.00pm to collect your children.

If you are on school grounds please do not enter the student toilet blocks as these are student only
areas that could have other children using them. If you need to take a non-school age child to the
toilet please use the toilet between Room 6 and the library which is a lockable toilet for single use.

Finally, under no circumstance is it appropriate for a parent or visitor to our school to approach one of

our students to discuss/accuse or attempt to resolve an issue between two students. If a parent has

an issue with a student at our school they need to contact the office and make an appointment to

discuss the issue with one of our Assistant Principals or Deputy Principals and allow us to deal with the
issue appropriately following Department Of Education

Policy. Thornton Public School

Government Road

THORNTON NSW 2322

Ph: 02 4964 1369

Education E: thornton-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/media/documents/school-community-charter.pdf

Student Numbers - Our numbers at Thornton Public School have regularly increased during
the first few weeks of school and last week we reached the number that allocates us our
28th class. This will have no impact on our current classes as | anticipated this increase and
formed 28 classes from day one of this school year. However, it will mean that a new
demountable classroom will be placed on site and 4L will relocate from the SPR to the new
classroom as soon as is practicable.

Voluntary Contributions — Last week we sent home invoices for voluntary contributions to
your child’s education. There are no compulsory fees or charges in New South Wales
government schools for students to meet the minimum curriculum requirements. While the
Education Reform Act 1990 states that Government school education is to be free of
charge, schools have the ability to raise funds to supplement departmental allocations to
enable their educational and sporting programs to be initiated, maintained or enhanced.
School contributions are voluntary and payment is a matter for decision by parents.

Have a great week.

Stuart Wylie - Principal

Important Dates

Date Time What’s On
K-2 Thursday 28th February TPS Parent Information Session
3-6 Thursday 7th March TPS Parent Information Session

5th March Lambton Swimming Pool Hunter PSSA Swimming Carnival
13th March TPS Cross country
18th March Alan and Don Lawrence Oval Athletics Carnival
New Bell Times

Session 1 9.00am - 11.00am

Lunch 11.00am - 11.15am (eating time)

Lunch 11.15am - 11.45am play time

Session 2 11.45am - 1.15pm

Recess 1.15pm - 1.45pm (eating time stage area)

Session 3 1.45pm - 3.00pm










Since 1992, schools across Australia have got stuck in and made a real
difference to their environment and local communities through participating in
Schools Clean Up Day.

Thornton Public School clean-up day will occur on Friday, 1% March at 2.20pm

Parents and grandparents are invited to come along and be involved in our
school clean-up day. At 2.20 meet your child’s class outside their room to focus
on an area in the school to pick up litter. Every bit of help will make an immense
contribution to rubbish removed in our school.

School Clean-Up Day is a fun and engaging way to teach young Australians
about the responsible disposal of rubbish, resource recovery and the
repercussions of rubbish dumped irresponsibly in the local environment. As a
community it is important to work towards this together.

We look forward to seeing you on Friday, 1 March.

Please bring either tongs or garden gloves for yourself and your children. If you
cannot attend please supply your child with either of these items so they may
help their class dispose of rubbish.

Want to know more about what is happening in our library? Check Oliver library.
Students can access this through their student portal. Here you will see library
messages, featured authors, reading lists, online links and new resources.
Students can check out what they have on loan and review their favourite books.
We also have a subscription to World Book Online for students to use at home
and school. This can be accessed through the student portal or online —

The log in details are - www.worldbookonline.com

ID : thorntonps

Password : thorntonps


http://www.worldbookonline.com/




Trash Free Tuesday

Thornton Primary School will be starting our Waste Free Lunch Day on Tuesday, 12" February. Trash Free Tuesday will

Dear Parents,

happen each week.

On these Tuesdays, we ask that your child’s lunch contain no packaged items. Ideally, your child’s lunch will only contain
items that will be eaten, composted or recycled.

Examples of how to pack waste-free lunch items are provided below. Reusable containers are a handy way to pack a waste-
free lunch. They also make it easy to buy food and drink in bulk (instead of in single-servings) which can save money over
time.

The Waste-Free Lunch Day is one of Thornton Primary School’s sustainability education initiatives. By participating, students
will have a better understanding of how we can take action to reduce our waste. Waste-free lunches also save money and
promote healthy eating.

What is a waste-free lunch?

Waste free lunches contain only items that are eaten, composted or recycled. They do not contain wrappers or
packaging that need to be thrown in the rubbish bin. Using reusable containers and drink bottles is the
cornerstone of a waste-free lunch! Reusable containers with different compartments will keep sandwiches intact
and make treats easy to pack.

Waste-free lunches are easy. Pack lunches in the evening. Put leftovers from dinner directly into your box.
Stock up on easy-to-pack, healthy foods, such as fresh fruits, vegetables and whole grains.

Buying items such as juice, yogurt, crackers and biscuits and cheese in bulk quantities or containers, rather than
individual servings, will probably save you money as well as reduce waste.

Less waste sent to landfill. Landfills are reaching capacity and incineration creates air pollution.

Empower our kids to make positive changes for the planet.

Eliminate the need for processed, pre-packaged foods.

A cleaner school, making Thornton PS a nicer place to work and assist students in taking pride in their school.

Thank you for supporting your child’s participation in Thornton Primary School’s Waste-Free Lunch Day.

Example of lunch items with waste Example of items in a waste-free lunch
Sandwich in disposable cling wrap or plastic sandwich bag Sandwich in a snug-fitting reusable container

Chips or pretzels in a plastic/foil packet Snacks bought in bulk put in a reusable container
Juicein a squeeze pouch, with a plastic straw Water or other drinks in areusable bottle,

filledathomefromabulk container
Yoghurtinsqueeze pouchesorplastic‘shot’ bottles Yoghurtin a small reusable container, filled at
home from a bulk container
Individually-wrapped muesli bars “Trail mix’ in a reusable container
Pre-packaged fruit salad in a small plastictub ortin Whole fruits without packaging or fruit pieces in

reusablecontainers

Pre-packaged ‘snackpack’ ofcrackers and cheese spread Salad vegetables such as carrot, lettuce, tomato,cucumberand
celery,plus asmall container of dip.

Individually-wrapped confectionary bars or cakes Muffin, fruit bread or biscuits in reusable container

Individually-wrapped cheese sticks / strings Cubes/slices of cheese in a reusable container






e Schoel lagazine 2049

Just a reminder to parents to pay your $10 Magazine subscription for students in
years 3 —6



A big Welcome to all our New Families. Thornton Public School P&C have another big
year ahead planned to support our school and the children.

WHAT IS THE P&C?

The P&C is an organisation that exists in almost every Public School in NSW. They bring
the school and the community into close cooperation. The P&C is important to the
school and is involved in lots of activities in the school like the running of the school
canteen, the uniform shop and fundraising.

WHAT WE DO-

Over the years the P&C together with the school have been able to raise enough funds
for the upgrading of the school playground and with new library books aswell as
supporting students who represented the school in sport, the many CAPA programs
and the band.

HOW WE OPERATE-

Meetings are held on the first Monday of the month @6pm in the SPR. It is here that
we make decisions about fundraising & activities. The Principal gives updates on what’s
happening around the school.

Actively participating in P&C is a great way to meet other parents, finding out what’s
happening at school and to have a say in these things.

RAFFLE TICKETS
We will soon be sending home a consent form for raffle tickets to be sent home with
your child. We will only send tickets home to those families that return the form.

CANTEEN NEWS

Flexischools our online ordering system is up and running again and from next week
our lunch competition will be on again. Anyone who orders their lunch through
Flexischools will go in the draw to win a FREE lunch. Their will be one child drawn each
week.

We are always looking for help in the Canteen. If you can spare a few hours please see
the girls in the Canteen and they can add you to the roster.

SPRING FAIR-

It was decided at Monday nights meeting that Spring Fair will be held this year in
conjunction with the schools Centenary. Things will be different with it this year as well
as a change of name and date and day. We are looking at holding it on a Friday from
lunch. This event will be cancelled without volunteers as it is too big of a job for just
the Committee to put together. If you would like to join in the organising of the event
then please message us at our Facebook page Thornton Public School P&C as we will
be organising a meeting to get the ball rolling very soon.









