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Principal’s Message 
 
We had a fantastic Mother’s Day breakfast in Week 2 which was a wonderful and fun event. 

I know all the Mums and Nanas who came along had a beautiful time with their children 

and were really appreciative of the efforts of our staff. It was also very exciting for our stu-

dents who loved the opportunity to pamper and look after their loved ones. Thank you to 

all the family members who came along for participating and enjoying our beautiful morn-

ing. I was very impressed with the photo booth, the music and I enjoyed the smiling faces of 

those who enjoyed a great feast. With such a big school it was a challenge to get everyone 

fed and keep them active and happy but our organising team did an amazing job. Well done 

team! 

 

NAPLAN: Last week our Years 3 & 5 students sat the National Assessment Program Litera-

cy and Numeracy. NAPLAN is a State Wide Assessment and our students have performed 

well in these assessments in recent years. We are confident that our students will perform 

very well in these assessments again this year.  

 

Attendance - We want the children to be at school every day that they can. Attendance is 
important to develop academic and social skills. Our attendance this year has been pretty 
good and we would like to thank you for your support in this area. Please remember that if 
your child has one day off every fortnight by the time they finish primary school they will 
have missed 3 terms worth of work which puts them 3 terms behind other children’s learn-
ing, and makes school harder for them in high school. 
 
Woolworths Earn and Learn Program - Please keep the Woolworths stickers coming in. 
The program ends on Friday 25th June. In previous years we have been able to purchase 
many wonderful resources for our school with the support of this program. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Stuart Wylie 
Principal 
 



Important Dates 

Date Time What’s On 

Thursday Odd Weeks 1.50pm—2.20pm Kindergarten Assembly 

Thursday Odd Weeks 2.25pm—2.55pm Stage 1 Assembly 

Thursday Even Weeks 1.50pm—2.20pm Stage 2 Assembly 

Thursday Even Weeks 2.25pm—2.55pm Stage 3 Assembly 

Friday 24th May 9am—3pm 65 Roses out of Uniform Day (RED) 

Wednesday 29th May 9am to 3pm Year 3 Wetlands Excursion  

Friday 31st May 9am to 3pm Year 4 Wetlands Excursion  

Monday 10th June NO SCHOOL  Queens Birthday Holiday 

Friday 14th June 9am—3pm Kindergarten Excursion  

Wednesday 19th June 9am to 3pm Year 1Wetlands Excursion  

Thursday 20th June 9am to 3pm Year 2 Wetlands Excursion  

Wednesday 26th June 9am High School Transition 

Wednesday 21st August 9am High School Transition 

Stage 3 Bathurst Excursion Monday 21st October  - Wednesday 23rd October  

Tuesday 3rd December High School Transition 9am 

To Parents/Carers, 

 Students at TPS are required to wear hats whilst playing in unshaded areas to minimise the 
risk of life threatening skin diseases later in life. 

 As part of the uniform policy and sun safe strategy, student's hats must not have writing or 
drawings on the outside of them. Students will be asked to put these in their bags until they 
are cleaned and will be asked to play in shaded areas.  

 We thank you for your support. 

 Thornton Public School 



TADPOLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Transition and Orientation program for children before they 

start Kindergarten in 2020. 

To find out more about Tadpoles please join me for a Parent Information ses-

sion: 

What: Tadpoles and Kindergarten 2020 

When: Wednesday 15th May OR Thursday 16th May 

Where: Thornton Public School-Rooms 5 and 6. 

Time: 5pm-6pm 

Looking forward to seeing you 

Mrs Sok 



Welcome to the following parents- 
Renee, Rebecca, Abbey and Samantha. 
who will begin their PaTCH  (Parents as Teachers/Community Helpers) 
training with Mrs Wright and Mrs Sok on Monday 6 May. 
They will be working in Kindergarten, Year 1 and 2 classrooms. 
Your kits are ready to go! 

Thank you ladies for your time and support.  







1S The Koala Who Could 

By Rachel Bright 

1S read the story ‘The Koala who Could’, by Rachel Bright. After reading the story we 

spent time writing about the story and learning about koalas. 1S also painted a koala 

sitting in the branch of a gum tree. 











Mathematics – 2D Shape 

2P have been looking at and exploring a variety of 2D shapes during math les-

sons. We identified a number of 2D shapes and their properties, sorted them 

based on their properties and created and described  our very own ‘Shape 

Monsters’.  



This week 3T have been very busy sitting NAPLAN most days so have been enjoying 

the breaks in between tests. We have been learning new games and practicing our 

shooting in Golden Child. We’ve also had a busy week learning all about data. We 

have been surveying one another and have learnt how to create column and picture 

graphs. With all of our furniture being moved around, we also decided to redesign our 

classroom! Students drew plans from a birds eye view of their ideal classroom and 

made it happen! This week we have also been watching ABC’s ‘War on Waste’ and 

have been talking about the impact we can have on the environment and how we can 

make it more sustainable.  





Congratulations to all of our award winners from our first assem-

bly in Term 2.  The new-look Stage 3 assembly was wonderful to 

be a part of, celebrating student effort and success.  We had so 

many students receive PBL Merit Awards demonstrating they are 

on track to receive a Lizzy Ribbon.   

A special congratulations goes to Zara from 5N for receiving the 

Deputy’s Award! She was recognised for - 

Consistently displaying our PBL values in the play-

ground and classroom. She is a good friend and al-

ways looking for ways to help others.  

A valued class member of 5N. 

Year 6 Reminder: Please make sure 

you return your Transition to High 

School Permission Note and $15 to 

the office as soon as possible. 





6AC have been going marbles! 

6AC have been flexing their creative and critical thinking skills to design and 

construct a marble run from a range of materials. An array of marble runs were 



Life Literacy 

Last week I was able to go to a conference and listen to Morris Gleitzman. He is current Aus-

tralian Children’s Laureate and one of our bestselling children’s authors. Mr Gleitzman ex-

plained why children’s reading is about so much more than literacy.  Reading helps develop life liter-

acy too.  Children love stories in which a young character goes on a problem solving journey. 

To solve or survive the problem, the character must develop skills and qualities beyond their 

previous experiences. Such as: 

* Thinking bravely and honestly about what’s causing the problem. 

* Developing their research skills to better understand what they’re up against. 

* Big problems require teamwork, so the character needs to form friendships and alliances. 
Understanding enemies is a help too. All of which requires development of people skills, in 
particular empathy. 

* Creative thinking is a must because a character with a problem needs problem-solving strat-
egies. 

* And resilience is inevitable because big problems never get solved on page 27, not when an 
author is contracted to write 250 pages. Which gives the young character plenty of opportuni-
ties to pick themselves up and try again.’ 

As young characters in the story steam ahead on their problem-solving journeys, young read-
ers are at their side, themselves absorbing every one of these new skills and abilities. His mes-
sage emphasised that young readers will be much better equipped to be adults in our world 
with skills such as resilience, creative thinking, empathy, bravery, interpersonal skills and prob-
lem-solving abilities.  

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/kids-reading-is-about-so-much-more-than-literacy/news-story/

b1e4ab15823ddea723ec1e54761a55a9 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/kids-reading-is-about-so-much-more-than-literacy/news-story/b1e4ab15823ddea723ec1e54761a55a9
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/rendezview/kids-reading-is-about-so-much-more-than-literacy/news-story/b1e4ab15823ddea723ec1e54761a55a9




National Simultaneous Storytime 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australi-
an Library and Information Association. Every year a picture book, 
written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read 
simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres and 
many other places around the country. Now in its 19th successful year, 
it aims to promote the value of reading and literacy and promote the 
value and fun of books.  

The date for this event this year is Wednesday, 22nd May and the book 
is ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ by Matt Cosgrove. Our school will participate 
by reading the story to the students and completing related activities. 



World Environment Day is held on Wednesday June 5th 2019, and is on June 5th 

every year. It isn’t a public holiday, it is an environmental awareness day, run by the 

United Nations. Wold Environment Day (WED) was first held in 1974. 143 countries 

take part and the day focuses on environmental concerns ranging from pollution to 

global warming and sustainable food production to protection of wildlife. 

The theme for WED is ‘Air Pollution’. 92 per cent worldwide do not breathe clean air. 

7 million people worldwide die prematurely from air pollution. Most air pollution is 

caused by burning fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and gas to produce electricity and 

power our vehicles. 

Our school will participate on Wednesday, June 5th by coming to school dressed in 

blue and/or green. A gold coin donation will go towards building our sensory garden. 

Students in class will design posters ‘How would you change the world’ and the 

library will complete an artwork made out of bottle tops. Thornton Public School 

participates in trash free Tuesday’s every week however we ask that on Wednesday, 

June 5th we all work together to have a special ‘Wipe out Wednesday’. All students 

are asked to bring in lunch and afternoon tea that is completely waste free. We 

would like to see much less single use plastic packaging and will celebrate those 

students who make an effort by giving stickers to children who have little or no 

‘waste’ in their lunches.  



Mr Parker & Mr Gaffney support 65Roses 

Day! 
On a cold chilly morning this week Mr Parker & Mr Gaffney will be riding 

to school the long way in support of our fundraising efforts for Cystic Fi-

brosis. We will ride 65km on the way to school on Friday May 24th. We 

will leave the Newcastle area and go via Hexham, Raymond Terrace, a 

few other places and Morpeth before arriving at school in full red.  

Below is a link for our fundraising page so you can get on board and 

show your support! 

https://65roses2019.everydayhero.com/au/thornton-ps-bike-ride  

https://65roses2019.everydayhero.com/au/thornton-ps-bike-ride


In week one the Thornton Public School Netball team played a very close game against 

Beresfield Public School. The game finished in a draw so extra-extra time was played. Un-

fortunately, TPS lost by two points. The team showed fantastic sportsmanship proudly 

displaying Thornton Public School’s PBL values, respect, responsibility and resilience. We 

would like to say a big thank you to our super umpire, Alisha Falua. 

 









Thursday 

School Banking Thursday 






