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Term 1 Week 10 2021

Principals Report

It is difficult to believe that we are coming to the end of Term
1. It has been an extremely busy term, full of lots of fun and
learning. The cross country went well today with some excellent
efforts and personal bests. Students showed great resilience,
persistence and sportsmanship. Thank you, Mr Eneliko, for
organising such a successful event.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank our community
for the amazing support you have given the school around
complying with the ongoing COVID restrictions. In particular,
your vigilance in keeping children home from school if they
are unwell to keep our community safe has been greatly
appreciated.

As the last few days of the term unfold we have our school Bike
A Thon tomorrow and on Thursday to finish on a high our K -2
Easter Hat Parade. | wish all staff, students and families a lovely
Easter and holiday break, ready for an action-packed Term 2.

Kind Regards
Stuart Wylie

Principal
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Welcome to Week 10
That's one term done!

Preparations for NAPLAN 2021 are currently underway at TPS. This year, Year 3 and Year 5 will complete
MNAPLAN via the online platform. NAPLAN will take place In Week 4 of Term 2, and in the next few weeks,
students and teachers will participate in practice sessions that will allew them to familiarise themselves with
the erline platferm. If you have any questions regarding NAPLAN, please contact the school.

TPS will be holding o whole schaol Ride25choal lap-a-thon on Wednesday 3lst March. This lap-a-thon will be
held on the school grounds of TPS and will allow students o ride a bike, scooter or walk designated laps of
our playgreund. The lop-a-thon will start ot 10am and will finish at llam. This event will be for schoal students
only. Students should decide whether they will be riding their bike, scooter or walking at the event, so they
can arganise to get bikes or scooters to school for the event on Wednesday. Students who don't have a
scooter or bike will be able to walk a course. Helmets MUST be wom if a student is going to be riding a bike
or scooter on the school grounds during the event. The Ride2School lap-a-then will be o fundraiser event,
raising money for our school gardening progrom. Students will need to bring @ gold coin denation o
porticipate. The students might even see us get out there and join in on the action!!

Please speak to your child about their safety before and after school. If your child is dropped off to school
and walks in the gate, walks/rides/scocts/catches the bus to schoel by themselves, please ensure they
understand that they need te go straight in 1o the schoel grounds far their own sofety. Some students have
been found to go to the skate park instead of going in fo the school grounds. Please ensure your child knows
if they have your permission to be at the skate park befere or after school or if they need to come straight in
to the schoel grounds. Supervision by Therntan Public School staff within the school grounds is from 8:30am
until schol begins ot #:00am.

This is the last newsletter of the term so we would like to wish you all o hoppy and safe Easter break with your
families and friends. Staff will retum to scheol on Monday 19th April. Students will retum te school for the first
day of Term 2 on Tuesday 20th April.

Until next time,

Mr Collins & Mrs Roberts

Stage Two Report

It will be a busy and exciting end of the term for our Stage
2 students. Our Year 3 students have begun participating in
School Readiness Testing for NAPLAN Online. These students
will take part in practice tests to familiarise themselves with
what NAPLAN Online will look like and ensure the school
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network can meet the demands of the national assessment.
Our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in the actual NAPLAN AttendanCe
between 11 — 21 May 2021.

Our Stage 2 students will also participate in lessons using
virtual reality kits that the school has borrowed as part of the

Please see the below Attendance Ladder diagram visually showing the

Department of Education’s ‘stem.T4L’ initiative. Students will expectation of good attendance >96% and how many days missed each

have access to virtual reality headsets so they can participate in b st el Lo e et e
interactive virtual tOUFS, Iiteracy and numeracy activities. These https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/translated-
activities will align with class teaching and learning programs. documents/compulsory-school-attendance-information-for-parents

Our students have also been participating in reading Aningst TRotie

conferences with their classroom teachers and myself to further Attendance Coordinator

develop their reading skills. The conferencing process provides

a unique opportunity for students to engage in reading where

they can share their thoughts on what they have read, set goals der
for future reading and receive feedback from their teacher. Od
Feedback from our students and teachers on this process has Aﬁendance L

been overwhelmingly positive. How close are you to reaching the top?

| wish our school community a safe and happy break over
easter and look forward to the learning challenges ahead in
Term 2.

Shawn Rudolph
Assistant Principal - Stage 2

Stage Three Report

As Term 1 comes to an end, the Stage 3 teachers would
like to congratulate all students for a wonderful term. Teachers
and students from all 7 Stage 3 classes have enjoyed reading
the novel 'Boy Overboard' and developing the concept of
point of view. Through a range of writing and viewing activities
and experiences, the students have developed their skills, Ms Antonet Ziliotto
particularly in the area of creating persuasive texts and writing

Attendance Coordinator
a range of poetry.

Stage 3 have also been busy throughout the term selling ice

blocks to support our Year 6 fundraising. We will continue to 3H
have a number of events such as discos and out of uniform

days throughout the year to continue raising money for the Year

6 present to the school. A big congratulations to our leadership

team who continue to come up with some creative ideas to
support this.

Once we return back in Term 2, expression of interest notes
will be sent out for our two major excursions for 2021. Year
5 students will be visiting Bathurst for a 3 day /2 night
excursion and Year 6 will be attending our traditional Canberra
excursion for 4 days / 3 nights. Both excursions will be in Term
4 which gives parents and carers the opportunity to pay these
off throughout Terms 2 and 3.

We hope that everyone has a safe and happy Easter and we
look forward to a productive and busy Term 2.

Meegan Kavanagh

Assistant Principal - Stage 3
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For visual art, we have been learning how to make mixed media
3H artworks. We have been refining our technique for using oil
- pastels and water colour paint in our portraits of Willy Wonka.
We learnt that applying pressure when colouring with oil pastels
will make colours vibrant. We also experimented with adding
water to paints to change colour and texture.

Wow! 3H has had on amazing ferm and our leaming is in full swing!

This week we have been leaming how to be excellent persuasive
writers — lock out parenis — we have some very siubbom and
argumentafive debaters coming your wayl But for now, we are irving
to decide who is better — Santa or the Easter Bunny. t hasled to a
very heated debate but the Easter Bunny was ultimately deemed far
superior.

We have dlso been very successful in moving our Literacy Group
activities online. We have leamt how to use Microsoft Teams, frack our
leaming. make videos to show our understanding and complete loads
of online aciivifies!

In maths we are becoming very good at mastering
our times tables and leaming how to tell the time. We
have been playing Kahoot, drawing clocks on the
floor, testing each ofher on our knowledge and

BN having lots of fun in betweenl

3H are also teaming up with 3D to make our superclass 3HD for STEM activities. We have been
leaming all about the design process, keeping a jocumal of our thoughts and Ideas through
HipGrig and making some truly superb paper planes.
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It has been an incredible 9 weeks so far and we can't wall fo see what the rest of the year has in
starel

Alison Hanley

Classroom Teacher

3R

Shaun Trindall

What maths whizzes we have in 3R! This term the students  Classroom Teacher
have been building their maths facts, speed and accuracy of
adding and subtracting numbers using playing cards. We
couldn’t all agree on our favourite game, but would love to 4A
show our families just how fast we are at adding numbers
togethers or finding the missing addends. Grab a pack of
playing cards and ask your child to show you how!

Eleanor Ridder

Classroom Teacher

In 3T, we are reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by
Roald Dahl.
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4A Terml Wk 9

44 students have dived into the world of computer science and programming through a range of
hands-on and interactive activities. Students have explored binary numbers by working together to
physically program an image into existence, as well as working with block code to design, debug and
create small computer programs like a dance party, shark attack game and Minecraft voyage!

Andrew Atherton

Classroom Teacher

4AS

What is STEM in 4AS?

STEM integrates the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics. On Thursdays, 4AS and 4M have been
collaborating during STEM lessons to develop skills in problem
solving, teamwork and creativity. We have been learning about
binary numbers, QR codes, Microbits, block coding and using
VR headsets. We look forward to evolving on these skills we
have learnt in future STEM lessons in Term 2.

Erinne Allen & Hannah Stanton

Classroom Teachers

4M

What a busy term it has been in 4M! For the past few
weeks, we have a had a huge focus on using technology in
the classroom. All students are engaging with technology each
day to complete their literacy group activities and to help
consolidate their knowledge in Mathematics. We have also
been involved in many STEM activities, including making our
very own QR codes, building monsters using block coding,
creating programs for our set of Microbit computers and even
using VR headsets which 4M has been lucky enough to have
access to firstl Here's hoping Term 2 will be even more
productive.

Mr McLean, Mrs Crimston and 4M
Ben MclLean

Classroom Teacher

5C

5C have been studying the novel “Boy Overboard” and
exploring ideas and thoughts we might have in our minds. This
is an art activity where students had a brain explosion of some
thoughts they might have about themselves now and in the
future.

Joseph Carlon

Classroom Teacher
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oM

5M have been reading the story Boy Overboard and discussing
the plight of refugees. To accompany our reading we have
experimenting with different kinds of poetry. Our class favourite
was blackout poetry. Here are some examples of our work.

Kate Fincher

Classroom Teacher

Aaron MclLoughlin

Classroom Teacher

In 60 we have been reading the book Boy Overboard. We have had fun making blackout poetry based on the story.

5/6K have been very busy learning about a range of poems. We
have learnt how to write structured poems such as haiku's and
cinquain's. Many of the students have attempted to write their
own poems by making sure they place the correct structure as
they write.

We have also been using black-out poetry as a way to send

a message from a piece of text. The students have completed =
this using a page from the class novel 'Boy Overboard." | look | fovs~
forward to using this fabulous type of poetry in Term 2. e
Well done 5/6KI!!

Meegan Kavanagh
Classroom Teacher & Assistant Principal - Stage 3
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6F

6F have been enjoying seeing the rainbow lorikeets in the
playground and just outside the classroom. One afternoon we
had atleast 16 rainbow lorikeets near the peace garden. We  Classroom Teacher
have enjoyed watching them.

Anne Osborn
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In the Library

Throughout Term 1, all students across the school have
engaged with quality learning in the library. Easter Lunch Special

On Thursday 1st April there will be an Easter Extravaganza at Thornton Public School. Food

Klndergartenl haVe been |earn|ng abOUt the rU|eS Of the “brary and beverage options will be available for children's lunches. Please note Easter lunch

i ial ord by Lo de vi o will d to be handed to th teen.
and have had the opportunity to borrow books from our st i s et e
exten8|ve Jur“or F|C‘t|on Seo‘non They have also |earnt What slip below and return it to the canteen with the correct money by Monday 29" March.
authors and llustrators are, and how to take care of our

wonderful library books.

) ) Easter Lunch Special
Years 1 and 2, have been learning about different types of

transport and how to look for relevant information using both
information texts and using credible websites like World Book
Online. Some classes have discovered how planes stay in the
sky and others have discussed how boats float. Such brilliant []  Hotdogwhh Tomato Sauce, Bottle Water, Easter Esg %
questions and discussions have been made.

These orders will be handed out In class baskets at the beginning of lunch,

Name: Class:

l:l Hotdog with Barbecue Sauce, Bottle Water, Easter Egg 56

Years 3 and 4, have been learning about our library platform g
. . 5 Roll with T to S . Bottle Water, Easter Egg 6

ORBIT and how this can assist us to locate resources. We also ] Pt oeste oo Mofle i oty
lOOked at the DeWey DeC|ma| SyStem and hOW It DUtS bOOkS In | | Sausage Roll with Barbecue Sauce, Bottle Water, Easter Egg 56
order by subject. This helped us find facts about the moon and
planets in our solar system. We also read the book ‘Curiosity’ [ ] MeatPiewith Tomato Sauce, Bottle Water, Esster Egg 56
by Markus Motum and learnt all about the space rover on Mars. o

| Meat Pie with Barbecue Sauce, Bottle Water, Easter Egg 56
Years 5 and 6 in conjunction with their class learning have been

. . . . . | have enclosed & for the Easter lunch special
researching and discussing issues surrounding refugees and EE—
immigration. We have read some beautifully illustrated stories !
..\('.0“,; 28 Government Road

about families fleeing their home countries and the troubles they T

have had to face to find a safe home. The students also had ¢: thorntan-p.school@det nsw.edu.au
the opportunity to research a famous Australian citizen, that had

come to Australia as a refugee. During this process we learnt to

use student orientated search engines and graphic organisers

to summarise our information. Freezy TH U RS DAY

Until next term, happy holidays- we hope you enjoy a book or
two.

Mrs Sharman and Mrs Foster Year 6 Fundraiser

Teacher Librarian

: ﬁili h ,ugé'alg
Easter Lunch Treat at the %

School Canteen

51 per Iceblock
* FOR SALE OUTSIDE ROOM 12 7R

Easter Egg Donations

A big THANKYOU to all our Thornton Public School staff for
their generous donation of Easter Eggs which were donated
today to Carrie’s Place Domestic Violence and Homelessness
Services. Also a very big shout out to a lovely community
member who knitted beautiful dolls to be given to children
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within Carries Place. They were very well received

appreciated.

—

[

Canteen - Flexischools

If you are wishing to place a canteen order for your child please
find information below in regards to logging into Flexi schools.
As it is a busy App sometimes there are delays so if possible
if orders can be placed by the evening before you are wanting
the order to ensure it comes through to the canteen.

Set up your account

Download the Flexischools App
Note: for iPhone a
*Allow’ notification

1 iPad please selact

Login/Register
Already a Flexischools user -

New Flexischools user
Click ‘Register’, enter your ema
i follow the in

Top Up Your Account

lering fast and simple,

To ms
Ou ¢ p automatic top ups ir

YOU € u
your ‘User Profile'.
Order

Place your Order

as
swipe left

vailable services

and right to view all

10 years supporting

Make your Selection
= the school community

R
3

Order

1 select the items you wish to order

vice and press

Make Payment Committed to healthy eating
Select your payment opti

complete payment to pla

order.

Over 1,500 happy schools

Sflexischools

School Holidays

https://thorntonps.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/1192/
hunter_holidays.pdf

B Holiday Soccer Clinic

Defence families you are invited to bring your friends (Defence
and non Defence) to a school holiday soccer clinic being
organised by Northern NSW Football and Veteran Sport

Australia.

NORTHERN NSW FOOTBALL AND
VETERAN SPORT AUSTRALIA
PRESENT

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
FOOTBALL FUN

16TH APRIL 2021
SAMTO0 12 PM
A&D LAWERENCE OVAL, 21 AVARD CL,
THORNTON NSW 2322

MO TN
NEW

Thornton Playgroup

https://thorntonps.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/1073/
play_strong_thornton_flyer_2020.pdf

School Holidays
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TR LASEROM Y OURSNS W
'/\LZ2  CREATIVE KIDS
VOUCHER?

& 1B

Could you become
a foster carer?

Right now, many children across the Hunter and Central Coast
region are urgently waiting for a safe place to call home.
. s Wesley Dalmar will provide the training, support, and confidence
- ii P T you need to provide a welcome home for children in need.
F
&l

Please contact our team on 1300 325 627 for a confidential
conversation, or visit wesleymission.org.au

INCLUDES BONUS
MARKERS!

(=]
Charlie Boots Scan here to see our range | ;

Creative kits for ereative kids of free workmop kifs! E .

Healthy Lunch Box

Could you become a Foster
Carer?
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Nutrition Snippet

WHAT IS THE HEALTHY LUNCH BOX?

A one-stop-shop for everything you need to
know about packing a healthy lunch box.

Here's what you'll find on the website:

* Interactive lunch box builder that helps parents and kids
plan and pack a healthy lunch with foods they like.

* Lots of quick and easy recipes and snack ideas.

¢ Informative blogs about healthy eating for the family.

* Sign up to receive the Healthy Lunch Box e-newsletter for
ideas, updates and recipes.

Cancer Council
healthylunchbox.com.au Healthy Lunch Box
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